HIS ADMINISTRATION.

When the appointment of Sir All Imam as Sadr-i-Azam or President
of the Council of State, was announced, every one in the State as well as out
of if, who had heard of his competency and cleverness in the disposal of
business, hoped that Sir Ali, with his varied experience of public life in
British India, and sound judgment, would rise above all petty differences
arid take a noble and impartial view of all questions that may be placed
before him, and come to conclusions which would reflect honour and credit
on his great office. But, on the whole he proved a disappointment and
more need not be said*

COLONIZATION SCHEME IN HYDERABAD.

His  first measure  of  any imprtance was his Colonization Scheme.
The total area of the Nizam's Dominions excluding   Berar   is   82,000
square miles, which comes to roughly about 25 million acres.

The Farman-i~Mubarak (1340 H) of His Exalted Highness, which
lays down principles for the guidance of the Development Department
states, that " on a conservative estimate, it has been found the total area
that can be brought under colonization in His Exalted Highness' Dewani
jurisdiction comes up to between three and a half to four million acres,
which roughly speaking comes to about one sixth of the whole Dominions*

Within the four million acres declared to be colonization areas, fit
for colonization and agricultural purposes, the Farman empowered the
Development Department full and complete jurisdiction on all works of
construction and communication without the intervention of the Depart-
ment of Public Works, This jurisdiction was to cease over portions that
came under settlement by Colonists. The decision of the SadM-Azam
was final in this respect unless set aside by a Farman-i-Mubarik by His
Exalted Highness.

The same Farman which made the Sadr-i-Azam responsible for the
carrying out of the main policy underlying the colonization scheme also
declared that the colonization areas, which consisted of extensive tracts of
land lying waste and profitless to the State and the public alike, should be
formed into blocks of varying sizes from hundred acres upward with judi-
cious and equitable distribution of good and bad lands. When blocks were
formed, the Farman added, the fullest publicity should be given with all
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